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Collegiate Dairy Leadersfrom U.S. & Canada Convergein Fort Wayne

Fort Wayne, Ind., March 28, 2014 — The Dairy Chadke Academy and contest will bring 280 studentsfB3
college dairy programs to Fort Wayne, Ind., Aprb 4This North American event — hosted by Purdue/emlty,
Michigan State University and The Ohio pmmms S T -

State University — is the largest :
gathering of collegiates pursuing a dairy
career.

Students will converge in Fort Wayne
from all corners of the U.S. and two -
Canadian provinces. These students are _
training for careers in the dairy industry, &%
as farmers, researchers, educators,
financial analysts, nutritionists, farm
service providers and veterinarians.

Collegiate participants will visit six
dairy farms in Indiana, Michigan and
Ohio, to learn how to help farmers

A

College students from across the U.S and Canada will convergein Fort
evaluate and adapt managementto  \ayne, Ind., April 3-5, for Dairy Challenge. The tri-state area also hosted the
optimize success and animal care. Alst 2013 event, which included student tour and educational stations at the Alan &
at Dairy Challenge, industry experts wil Cindy Kuehnert Dairy near Fort Wayne.

present cutting-edge research, new

programs and career opportunities.

North American Intercollegiate Dairy Challeffg@AIDC) is fully funded through generous suppoyt130
agribusinesses and dairy farms. Dairy Challengeestd 3 years ago through cooperation between rsiiis,
dairy producers and agribusinesses. The event dgpan 2013 with the first-ever Academy, which aiul

more students to participate, network
and gain skills. This year, about 130
students will compete in the national
contest, and 150 students will
participate in the Academy.

The tri-state area has a rich history
with Dairy Challenge. The 2013
national event was also held in Fort
Wayne, and Michigan State hosted
the first two national contests in East
Lansing in 2002 and 2003. Purdue
University and The Ohio State
University organized the Midwest
regional events in 2008 and 2010,
respectively.

Sudents fromthe Unlversuty of Vermont conduct a thorough mspectlon of an “Dairy Challenge has provided a
Indiana dairy farm, as part of their quest to provide recommendations for splendid opportunity for our students
farm improvement during the 2013 national Dairy Challenge. to integrate what they learn in classes



with real-world situations, use problem-solvingliskand network with leaders in the dairy induststates
Maurice Eastridge, 2014 event chair and profess@h# State.

Dr. Maurice Eastridge of
Ohio Sate welcomed Dairy
Challenge participantsto the
2013 national event.

About Dairy Challenge

“This program has become a critical activity indieiag efforts at Purdue — and
other universities — because it transforms theslnfeexcellent dairy students,” adds
Dr. Michael M. Schutz, Professor of Animal Scienae®urdue University.

At Dairy Challenge, each team of students putdbt®¥ knowledge to the ultimate
test— consulting for an actual dairy. Teams inspeab@erating dairy, analyze farm
data and ask questions of farm owners. Then each gevelops recommendations,
which will be presented to farm owners and a pahéle judges. At a concluding
banquet, eight college teams will be announcedwvascawinners, meaning their
recommendations most closely match those of theiaffudges.

Supporters can follow the student activity thropgists and photos at
www.facebook.com/DairyChalleng:nd @DairyChallenge on Twitter.

“Ohio State, Purdue and Michigan State are pleaséshm up and once again host
the 2014 national Dairy Challenge,” continues Bdgé. “This area is blessed with
strong dairy programs at these three universitielssérong industry leadership and
support. Hosting Dairy Challenge is truly an oppnoity to showcase the Midwest
and help develop tomorrow’s dairy leaders.”

NAIDC is an innovative three-day program for studampresenting dairy science programs at Northricae
colleges. Its mission is to facilitate educatiommnenunication and an exchange of ideas among ssident
agribusiness, dairy producers and universitiesgéhhtinces the development of the dairy industryitaridaders.
In addition to the national contest, four regiooaihtests are held in late fall and winter; detarks at

www.dairychallenge.org/calendar_news.php

#H#

Sudents from the University of Vermont conduct a thorough inspection of an
Indiana dairy farm, as part of their quest to provide recommendations for farm
improvement during the 2013 national Dairy Challenge.



